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Chapter2: IS ANOTHERWORLD

WATCHINGUS?
Thisis the secondchapterof a
studyof the FlyingSaucermystery

by GeraldHeard,
internationally

knownsciencewriter.

In the firstchapterin the Sunday

TelegraphyesterdayHeard
toldof someof the

hundreds
of

reports,many by
experiencedflying

men, of strangedisc-shaped
and

torpedo-shapedflyingmachines
whichtravelat

fantasticspeeds

in our skies.
Todayhe

discusseswherethese!
strangecraftmay come from.



Daily Telegraph (Sydney, NSW : 1931 - 1954), Monday 27 November 1950, page 6 (2)

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article248570591

the evidence

that very strange
craftdo ridethe skies

and have been seen to
manoeuvreby thousands

of perfectlysane,in
formed,and critically

minded witnesses,where
do theycomefrom?

We must firstask —
Are these craft home

products?Most of the
expert witnesseswho have
viewed them have not
been able to get away
from that base.

Theysaw the things,theysaw
their astoundingperformance
and power,but they couldnot
stretchtheirmindsto leavethe
earthor even theirown country.

But no one in theirsenses,

no one on earth,wouldpermit
such a violationof human
safetyas we'veseen from these
flyingdiscs.

Experimentas you pleaseand
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as you must,but who couldever
entertainthe thoughtthat,
when the utmostcare is taken
with an occasionalrocket that
it shallfallin the desert,fright

fullyswiftcraftwouldbe per
mittedto chargeabout,un
heralded,unforewarned, on the

ever more crowdedtrafficlanes
of the passenger airliners!

Need more be said to establish

the doublepoint— that these
flyingobjectsdo exist,and
their behaviorprovesthat they
are not home products?

Of course,many peoplesaid
at once— far fewerdo now —
that the discscome from Russia.

But if the Russians had such
a rich varietyof immensely

advancedplanes,then why in the
name of historicalnecessityor
any other principlewould they
be takingthe absurdrisk of
flying these invaluablespecimens

in large numbersover the
United States?

The questionhas only to be
asked to be dismissed.

* No Russians
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If you have a secret

weaponthe very last thing
is to showit to yourrival,

the verylastthingis to wave
it in the sky in his face,to risk

he may bringone down,to pro
vokehim to pursueand to hint
to him how he shouldinvent.

If it isn't the Russians,

then who? It must be some

one! Yes, that secondpart,
of the statementstands.It's
true,if anythingis true.

For thesediscsare drivenby
intelligence,high intelligence,

the highestwe have come
acrossso far.

Could they be British?

Great Britaincertainly,all
theworld allows,

is in thevery
firstrank of

progressivedesign
withjet planes.But wouldthe
BritishGovernmentfly its
newesttypesall over the
UnitedStatesand on the traffic

air-lanesof that country?
Of coursenot.
Would Britain,any more

than Russia,send thesepre
ciousthingsto waltzin the
welkinover the SouthPole?
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Againwho can failto say No?
Britainand the UnitedStates

are now closertogetherthan
since1774,and sometimebe
forethat,it is

impossible

to
thinkthat Britainwouldtres
pass over the territoryof a
friendly nation,and in doing
so riskthe livesof the

nationals

of thatcountryas wellas
the lossof the

trespassing
ship.

any othercountry,any
of the remaining"Powers"— as
theyto be called— be
thoughtto be

competent
to put

on sucha show?We can find
no "Whence"for them any
whereon the wholeearth's
surface.

Probability

now forcesus to
seekfor any otherpossibleplace
where these ceilingcruisers
could come from.
If there'sno placefor them

to home on the wholeearth
then,in the name of Noah's

dove,wherecan they find an
ark wherethey can returnto
roost?They cannotspendall
the time circlingabove... or
could they?
Well,till we can trackthem

down— or up — we mustfindany
furtherclue from what we can
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Before,then, any more
Whence"queries,we must go

carefullyover our ancillary

evidence.

thingto get
clearin our
minds is
the rangeof
craft with
whichwe have
been presented.

Indeed,the
name sauceror

discmay soon
cease to be
suitableas a generalor generic

namefor thiskindof air visitor.

for we have seen the hulls
of cruisersof very different

patterns.

As a start,however,let us
take that specieswe call the
discor saucer.It

certainly
has

a handsomenumberof varieties.

* Firstsight

Let us startwith the
firstto be sightedsince
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in June,1947,the famoussight

ings made by Mr. Arnold,of
Boise,Idaho,whilein his plane.

He judged,by gaugingthem
againstthe mountainpeaks—
alongthe ridgesof whichthey
wereflying— thattheywere20
milesor more away and then
(as he couldcomparethem with
a largeplane,a DC-4,thatwas
flyingin the samecircuitof his
vision)he estimatedthat the
discs must be somewhatsmaller

than that plane.

His secondsighting— on July
30 at 7 a.m.— whenhe wasflying

over Oregonshowedhim several
smalldiscs— he judgedtheseto
be not morethantwo to three

feet acrossand lightbrownin
tint.

The famous sightings,famous
becausemade undersuch per-

fect conditionsat White Sands
testinggroundsIn New Mexico
in April,May, and June,of 1949,
confirmedthese two types do
exist.

Thereis a typewhichis about
100 feet acrossand with it was

seenalsoa far smallertype.On
the famousJune observing,the
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two small discs that examined

the up-rushingrocketand then
put on such an amazingacceler

ation-leapwhen they outpaced
the rocketand shot into the
depthof the sky, theseobjects

the theodolitereadingsgave as
not beingmore than 20 inches

in diameter."

Then we come to two mass
observations— crowds saw the
objectand watchedit for some
while— and these two cases are
perhapsthe most importantof
all the sightingsso far made.

* How big?
The firstis that which

endedwith the tragicpur
suit and deathof Captain

Mantell.There,as the
reader will remember,the
objectwas sightedfirstby State
policeas it came up the sky
paradingover Kentucky.The
State police alertedthe
militarypolice.

It was
travelling

in the direction

of the Godmanflyingfield.
But whilestillnearly100 miles
away,in the town of Madison-

ville,many peoplehad caught
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Still the

really important

fact about
these findings
is that they
were made

simultaneously
by so many
peopleso wide
ly scattered.

More than 150

peoplelookingup saw the same
thing,the same odd objectin
the sky.

What does that mean? It
means— a very simpleform of
triangulation will show— that
the objectmust have been
vastlyhigh.And,if it was so
high,it must have been vastly

big to have been visibleat all
to the human,eye.
In fact there seems little

chanceof escapingthe conclusion

that this was the biggest
airshipever seen,save perhaps

the followingcase.
We are told that an unnamed

man who holdsa privateflying
licencesaw a vast objectflying
towardshim. He firstthoughtit
was a normalearthplane,but
saw when it came closerthat it
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was perfectlyround and flat
and that it emittedno sound.

He gaveits sizeas the bulk
of six humanplanes,each of
the size of the largeplane
calleda B.29,and thatits speed

was threetimesthatof a jet
plane.
This was the very motherof

all discs,and perhapsthat
poeticphrasemay get quite
near beingan exact description

— perhapsit was the mother

ship in whichthe smallercraft
- like dinghieshauledon board

a schooner— can ake refuge

after their exploratoryflights—
as Noah'sdove came back to
restin the Ark.

It may have been anything

between700 or perhaps1000
feet across.

Then thereis CaptainWilliam

Sperry'saccountof an
othercraftwhichmay not fit
into any othercategory..
He told the NationalAirport

at Washington(D.C.)that when
seven miles west of Mount
Vernon,in the Stateof Vir
ginia,and at 7500feet,he found

thathis craft(oneof the big
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circlesrun roundit by — ?
He calledit. a "submarine

with lights."He said this thing
actuallycircledhis plane
twice.

His pace was about300 miles

an hour.So this giant"cigar,"

if one may so christenit,
shows, mechanically, tremen
dous speed and masterly
manoeuvrability. .
And as much as its

mechanical

prowessshows what was the
machine'scapacity,so its actual
performancetells us some-
thingof the

psychology

of its
rider,its pilot.He certainlywas
curious,showingmore curiosity
perhapsthan in any otherof
thesecases.
This was the clearestproof

up to datethatwhoeveris looking

in is wonderingabout us
and trying,with a carefulcom
binationof caution— as far as he
can pickup our rules— and of
curiosity,to find out what we
can do and how we behave.

As to whatthe actualshape
of the thingwas—surelywe can
say it was probablynot a disc.

It must have been,far more
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likely,one of the longtubetype,
with theirrows of lightsand
that weirdlylit fore-cabin. For
that is the secondclearly
definedtype.

Thentheremay be a huge
globe— but that again may
only,be a disc— and thesediscs

are evidentlyobjectsthat swell
from a rim to considerable

thicknessat theircentre.So a
bulkydisc mightbe takenfor
a globe.

Finally,to finishwith their
cut and contour,thereare the
best photosso far, thosetaken
by Paul Trentin Oregon.They
showa disc,but witha small
central "mast."

TOMORROW: What

power drivesthese
flying mysteries?

By

GERALD
HEARD
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THE
''submarine

with lights"circledhis plane.


